
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
We are aware that the coming weeks will be difficult for us all and are especially conscious that the 
closure of schools will have a great impact on both family life and the children’s learning. 
 
In order to try and encourage the children to continue with their learning at home during this time I 
would suggest the following topics/learning areas that can be revised over the next two weeks. 
 
I have included several useful websites for you to access if you would like to.  Some of the educational 
websites have offered free access to parents over the next few weeks so I will share this with you too. 
  

English  
 
Reading 

 Reading is the most valuable activity to keep up.  Share books which you have at home and 
take a look at https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/.   This is a free website with a range books which 
are ideal for teaching the skills of reading.   

 Refer to the reading book which your child has in their homework folder or any book for: 
Comprehension: 
Retell the story including the main parts, the beginning, the middle with a problem and the end 
(solution)  
Draw/write a wall story with pictures or sentences to retell the story in the correct sequence.  
Describe a character or the setting.  They can draw a picture and label it.   
Write an alternative ending.   
Design an alternative book cover.    
 
Word work 
Find words with ‘igh’ spelling pattern or other patterns.  I recently listed all the spelling patterns 
we have covered so far in a letter.  
Find new words and look up the meaning.  
Think of different words with the same meaning. 
Find words which rhyme with……. 
Cover a word on the page and guess what the missing word is.  What would make sense?   
Extend words – bright/brightly/brighten/brightest/brighter.  
Opposites 
 

 Grammar – adjectives (describing words like hot, cold, blue) and verbs (doing words like run, 
hop, read)   

Writing  
 

 All of the above can be written or spoken. 
 Free writing is writing without rules where children are encouraged to write for pleasure. 
 Practice sentence writing using capitals and full stops.   
 We have just completed narrative writing which is writing stories.  Known fairy tales or familiar 

stories can often be a useful prompt if your child needs some ideas.  They could write their own 
version or rewrite the story.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dolch/Phonics/Spelling – dolch are the common words we use often like ‘said, is, the’.   
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  is a great website for all curriculum areas.  It has links to other websites 
which include lots of games for learning.  One of these is Look, Cover, Write, Check 
(http://www.ictgames.com/)   which targets dolch words.   
We focus on a new sound/letter pattern each fortnight.  We have been exploring words with igh (night), 
 i-e (pie),  y (shy).  Next week we were moving on to ‘ow’ as in ‘town’ and ‘grow’.  Point out that the 
same spelling can make a different sound.  The children love thinking of words with the same letter 
patterns and finding them in different texts and the environment.  However, you can also refer to 
Topmarks or https://www.starfall.com/ for more support.  
 

Maths  
 
We have been working on adding bigger numbers.  This includes using an empty number line or 
adding vertically.  
For example….47 ------------------------- 59  (add 1 ten and 2 units by drawing jumps) and    47 
    +12         +12  
             ____ 
             ____ 
                                                  
Your child might be able to show you how we have done this.  We had just begun to practice this with 
bigger unit numbers.  For example. 47+18 where some of the units have to move to the tens column.   
We have also been practicing counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  The above can be practiced in the Figure It 
Out maths book on p41, 44 and 45.   
Topmarks (see above link) has a range of free online activities and games to support your child.  
Ordering numbers, number patterns, addition and subtraction are practiced daily in school.  We work 
on problem solving activities weekly too.  This can also be accessed via Topmarks.   
 
Gaeilge – TG4 has lots of cartoons in Irish.  https://www.twinkl.ie/ also has lots of resources.  We 
were working on the topic ‘Bia’ (food) in Irish.  The children are learning food vocabulary and talking 
about their likes and dislikes (Is maith liom/Ní maith liom….)  
 
SESE – Our topic for March is ‘Food and Farming’.  We discussed what farms are for, different types 
of farm and where some of our food comes from.  https://www.twinkl.ie/  has lots of information and 
activities in relation to History, Geography and Science for this topic.  Project work is ideal for this 
topic.  Children could design their own farm, write about life on the farm long ago or investigate where 
their own food comes from.   They could also learn to do a Powerpoint with information about farms or 
take photos of things we might find on a farm.   
 
Music 
Please refer to this link for Dabble doo https://dabbledoomusic.com/p/parents-subscription-full-
access/?product_id=1122889&coupon_code=20235P which has been offered free to parents for the 
coming weeks.  Listen to music and learn a song. 
 
Drama – we have created an imaginary animal park. It is situated in a small town which is preparing 
for a big storm.  We have done some work on animal care, designing enclosures and planning our 
rescue mission.  Children could do some writing about this, art and craft with junk materials or think 
about who they might help next and how.   
 
Art 
Any art work in relation to the above. 
Gather and keep old boxes and packaging for junk modelling.   
 
Learn Together – In Learn Together we had just learnt about different festivals including St Patrick’s 
Day and Holi.  We were also going to learn about the story of Easter.  Planting seeds was also on our 
plans.  Children could write instructions on how to plant a seed (an old plastic container, damp kitchen 
roll and seeds from fruit would suffice) or draw and label a plant/flower/tree.   
   



 
Twinkle is a great website used by many teachers.  They have offered parents 1 month free 
subscription.  See the link below.   
https://www.twinkl.ie/offer/IRLTWINKLHELPS?utm_source=promo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig
n=IRL_coronavirus_ministry_email 
offer code:   IRLTWINKLHELPS 
 
 
I really hope this helps you and your child.  I will be keeping in touch through the 
website and class dojo.  Take care and keep in touch. 
 
Rachel  
 


